ST AMBROSE, B. C.                        [DEC. 7

Catholics spent all that day in sorrow; and the basilica being surrounded
with soldiers, St Ambrose could not return home to his own house; but
passed the night in reading psalms with his brethren in the little basilica
of the church, or in some oratory in the outer buildings. The next day,
which was Maundy Thursday, St Ambrose prayed and preached to the
people, till news was brought him that the emperor had withdrawn the
soldiers from the basilica, and had restored to the merchants and citizens
the mulct which he had imposed upon them: upon which all joined in
joy and thanksgiving. St Ambrose gave an account of these transactions
to his sister Marcellina, who was then at Rome, and had earnestly begged
it of him. At the conclusion of this relation, he adds that he foresees
greater commotions. After this he says, " The eunuch Calligonus, high
chamberlain, said to me, * Thou despisest Valentinian whilst I am yet
living; I will cut off thy head/ To which I replied, c May God permit
me so to suffer; then I shall suffer as a bishop, and you will act a part
becoming a eunuch or a courtier. I beseech God that all the enemies of
the church may cease persecuting her, and level all their shafts at me,
to quench their thirst with my blood/"1 Soon after Calligonus was
convicted of a heinous crime and beheaded,

The empress was still more exasperated against St Ambrose by the
resistance of the people; and persuaded her son to make a law for authoriz-
ing the religious assemblies of the Arians, which was published on the
23rd of January 386.2 The true author of this law was Mercurinus, whom
the Arians made Bishop of Milan for those of their sect, and who took
the name of Auxentius II, In consequence of this law, which forbade
anyone under pain of death to oppose the religious assemblies of Arians,
no one could so much as advise or present a petition against a church
being yielded up to them without incurring the danger of being pro-
scribed or put to death.8 The empress, therefore, in the following Lent,
in 386, again demanded of St Ambrose the Portian basilica. The holy
prelate answered, " Naboth would not give up the inheritance of his
ancestors, and shall I give up that of Jesus Christ? God forbid that I
should abandon that of my fathers, of St Dionysius, who died in exile for
the defence of the faith; of St Eustorgius, the confessor; of St Miroclus,
and of all the other holy bishops, my predecessors/' Dalmatius, a tribune
and notary, came to St Ambrose from the emperor with an order that he
should choose his judges at court, as Auxentius had done on his side, that
his and Auxentius' s cause might be tried before them and the emperor;
which if he refused to do, he was forthwith to retire and yield up
fels fcee to Auxentius. The saint took the advice of his clergy and of
some Catholic bishops, who were then at Milan; then wrote his
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